
 

Fall 2015 Workshop Registration Form 
 
Contact Information 
 
Name  

Full Address  
Phone  
E-Mail Address  

 

Selected Courses 
 
Please mark the workshops for which you are registering. Community workshops are $10 for 
each 2-hour course ($7 for VLA members; $5 for students with valid ID). Participants who 
register for all 3 workshops may take an additional $5 off their total registration fee. All 
registrations for community workshops must be received one week in advance of the 
scheduled workshop. 
 
Community Workshops                                                                               Course Fee    

___  Writing for Children, Oct. 17 from 2-4 ($10)                                                  _______ 

___  Beginnings and Endings, Nov. 8 from 1-3 ($10)                                               _______ 

___  Fiction Flash Lines, Dec. 13 from 1-3 ($10)                                                    _______ 

 

 

          ($5 discount if registering for all 3 courses):   _______  

          TOTAL:     _______ 

Please mail your registration form and complete payment to:  
Vachel Lindsay Association, Attn: Workshop Registration, P.O. Box 9356, Springfield, IL 62791 
 

Questions? Contact the VLA at vachellindsay@gmail.com.



The 2015 Fall Writing Workshop Schedule is listed below. Registration and payment must arrive one week 
prior to the scheduled workshop. Community workshops are $10 for each 2-hour course ($7 for VLA 
members; $5 for students with valid ID). Participants who register for all 3 workshops may take an 
additional $5 off their total registration fee. All workshops will be held at the Vachel Lindsay Home State 
Historic Site (603 South 5th Street in Springfield).  
 
WRITING FOR CHILDREN: MEMORY, 
MENTORS, AND MEDITATIONS 
Saturday, October 17   2 to 4 p.m. 
 
During this two-hour community workshop, you 
will start that children's book you've always 
wanted to write. Participants will complete writing 
exercises, share their work, and use personal 
memories to trigger storytelling. Attendees will be 
eligible to win a free copy of one of Ms. 
Harrington’s children’s books through a drawing 
held by the author. ($10) 
 
Janice N. Harrington writes poetry and children’s 
books. She grew up in Alabama and Nebraska, 
and both those settings, especially rural Alabama, 
figure largely in her writing. Her children’s books, 
The Chicken Chasing Queen of Lamar County (2007) 
and Going North (2004), both from Farrar, Straus 
and Giroux, have won many awards and citations, 
including a listing among TIME Magazine’s top 
10 children’s books of 2007 and the Ezra Jack 
Keats Award from the New York Public Library 
in 2005. Harrington’s poetry appears regularly in 
American literary magazines. She now teaches in 
the creative writing program at the University of 
Illinois.  
 
 
BEGINNINGS AND ENDINGS: TIPS FOR 
WRITING THE TRICKIEST PART OF NARRATIVE 
Sunday, November 8  1 to 3 p.m. 
 
For many people writing short stories, narrative 
essays, memoirs and novels, the two most 
challenging aspects are composing a beginning 
that starts at an effective point and grabs the 
reader’s attention, and composing an ending that 
satisfies the reader’s expectations and avoids 

being merely repetitive. This workshop will offer 
tips for overcoming these hurdles as well as 
examples of especially effective beginnings and 
endings from published works of literature. ($10) 
 
Ted Morrissey has written five books of fiction, 
including the novels Men of Winter and An Untimely 
Frost, and the forthcoming linked story collection 
Crowsong for the Stricken. His stories and essays have 
appeared in or are forthcoming in more than 
thirty journals, among them Glimmer Train, 
Southern Humanities Review, Writers Ask, and the 
North American Review. He has edited the literary 
journals A Summer’s Reading and Quiddity, and he is 
the founding publisher of Twelve Winters Press.  
 
 
FICTION FLASH LINES 
Sunday, December 13       1 to 3 p.m. 
 
In this generative workshop, we will consider the 
unique possibilities of short short stories, 
especially those that straddle the line between 
fiction and poetry. We'll read a few published 
examples and draft new stories of our own. Bring 
a laptop or a sturdy notebook! ($10) 
 
Meagan Cass is the author of Range of Motion 
(Magic Helicopter Press, 2014). Her fiction has 
appeared in Hayden’s Ferry Review, The Pinch, 
DIAGRAM, PANK, and Puerto del Sol, among 
other places. She is an Assistant Professor of 
English at the University of Illinois Springfield, 
where she is a curator of the Shelterbelt Reading 
Series. She also serves as assistant editor for 
Sundress Publications and as fiction editor for the 
Best of the Net anthology.  


