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The moon’s a book of fairy-tales
 Writ in a magic tongue,
That tiniest children read untaught
 And even birds have sung.

While Vachel Lindsay may be best known 
for his poetry of performance, he is less 
known for his many poems of fairy and 
whimsy. This collection aims to correct 
that—by bringing together some of Lind-
say’s most charming (and dangerous) chil-
dren’s poems. Keep an eye out for spiders, 
rattlesnakes, ghosts, and owl-queens as 
you read through this book of moonlight 
and magic. And be sure to read a few of 
the poems aloud, as Lindsay himself must 
have done. Pick up your net and be ready 
to snare the moon. 



Established in 1946, the Vachel Lindsay 
Association (VLA) is a non-profit organiza-
tion whose mission is to stimulate interest 
in the life, writing, works of art, and ideals 
of the poet Nicholas Vachel Lindsay. More 
recently, our mission has been expanded 
to include assisting whenever possible in 
the preservation and maintenance of the 
Vachel Lindsay Home, which is located in 
Springfield, Illinois. From helping to spon-
sor history- and art-related events at the Va-
chel Lindsay Home to offering workshops 
for people of all ages who are interested in 
Vachel and all forms of creative endeavor, 
the VLA strives to keep Vachel’s “Gospel of 
Beauty” alive and well.
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From one of the twentieth century’s most exuberant 
poets, a collection of children’s work fit for mischievous 
sprites from all parts of the garden hedge and cottage 
hearth. Olin’s illustrations beautifully capture the magic 
and mystery of Lindsay’s poems. Here, the moon is busy 
watching hyenas, scarecrows and “urchins of the sky” as 
intently as grandmothers and shepherd dogs watch chil-
dren as they sleep. 
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